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Mr, Dulles. What is that? Is thas a paper you have 


written? 
Mr, Liebeler, Yes, Me, Dulles, JI have a draft here, 
Me, Dulles. I think I read that, on the motive? 
‘Mr, Liebeler, Yes. JI have a slightly different one now 
after conversntions ketween Mr. Redlich and myself. which are 


continuing at she moment. 


My, Dulles. I have got a copy of that. Is that Chapter 5 


or whatever they call it? 


Mr, Liebeler. Chapter 6. Seven is changed too. 


Mr, Dulles. I can’t catch up. 


1972 


Me, Redlich, ‘This latest draft has not been distributed 


yet. 


itec 
17 JUL 


(Discussion off the record, ) 


My, Liebeler. We have been discussing whether or not 
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there is a medically valid similarity between patients who have 


threatened the President, pair who have threatened the 


By--)dd¥_..----Date-- 


President and someb ody like aii who actually did, oe Dre 1° 


Rothstein suggested it was a difference in degree, and not in 
kind. | | 
Dr, Rothstein. This is why JI was willing to go out on 
a Lamb calling it the en assassination syndrome rather 

than limiting it to saying it was just threateners. 


I think that there is some value in -- well, let's say I 


don?t know for sure whether this can be a hundred per cent . 
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do Teel yes they are similar, and 
wet anoegednle wore chaervayions’ are poing, to te nocessary. 

De. Rowe, Could I ask this question. Would you feel 
thay poisen pen letters to pxined 
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trneipals of sahools, chairmen’ 


eovernozc;s, chie? of police, 


probation officers are also relevant? 


Dr, Rothstein. Well, 


arain you have the question of 


where to draw the line. 


Dr, Rome. 
Dr‘, Rothstein. I felt that the : 


here at the pcoint 


Now I think you could compare things. 


Exaculy. 


tine could well be drawn 


of it being directed toward the President. 


For instance, 1 


thought of two separate things that this set of patients I 


examined 


t0 the President. 


hostility. 


could be compared to. 


One i: to other people who write 


This would cover the continuum of how much 


In other words, somebody who writes, which is not a threat, 


still somebody 


who is directing it to the President, the 


difference being the threat, but the other set of people this 


could be compared with is people who threaten others than the 


President. 


Here you get two groups of people who have both threatened, 


but in one case 


it was to the President and in one it was not 


to the President, and I think they sort of triangulate in. 


Dr. Rome ° 


How about vitriolic letters? 
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and he found exactly the same ‘eunibe 


forth. The mal 


loved to fly, and the fellows 
particularly enjoy it. 


to fly. 
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Dy. Rethotein, TF think tne whole troup of people who are 
not the President | 


who have been thveateoned is one group of 
people you could cempare to the people who have threatened 


Dy, Cameron. cu have suggested that your sitle may be 
open +o question. 4 more necurate one night be "A Study OF 
So Many Men Who Have Threatened The President", and then you are 
nos implying something beyond the grevp you have studied. | 
DY. Rothstein. Right , bus I wanted to imply something. 

Dy, Cameron, J know, but sou yourself recognize the 

— with this. I at reminded of a puudy I believe during 
World War I1, wasn't it, by Doug Bond, dower’, to study the 
group of airmen who had to be grounded | 


Cor ae-cnies flying 
fatigue, and he foun 


d an anOFROUS panes of psychological, 
psychopathological inkecutiranta, broken homes, bed wetting, 
nail biting, and things of _— kind. 


Then someone suggested ue him that it might be sania to 


examine a group of penees who were still flying, 


and he aid, 
r of broken homes, and ‘0° 


n difference between the two groups was that the 


en who were still flying were highly motivated to fly. They 


who were grounded didn't 


They didn't find out why the men liked 


The point I am making is we do have some recognizable 
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only rezson L dwell on it is that J think 
the Cowrticgien pecbably has to ‘look av what is 1té vaok,. 
Ll thiuk its task beings probably 


and I am guessing, to 


and if 


Weigh everything it can and decide whether or not he did it, 
f possitvie to say soothing about alliances if any, 
or theiy absences and possible motive. 


° _ . ve “ ~~ ae 
T dentt think t 


he public, I as a reader am not particularly 
interested in the Commission's opinion as to the relation of 
this particular act to all the other people in the world. 


What 
I am interested in as a citizen, and I am very eager to see what 


the Commission is going to say, is did this guy in their opinion 
really do it. 


be 


at There hasn't been enough in the paper now to satisfy me vhat 
-— 
4 oct 
aS he did. But when you come out with your report, you may sati.fy 
om 
Qed me on that point. And if you decide he did, and you tell me 
wma ! 
fm |! 
a 2 % that there were no entangling alliances, then as a psychiatrist 
ap A ! | ‘ 
a \ 
as the first thing I will look for, well, then on what basis. 
» | | | 
ay And I think you have to say a little something about the 
2% | 
a basis. 
1 
Re 


That is the end of the report then I think, 


Mr, Dulles. .1I am in agreement. 


Dr, Romé, “It is accepted on the basis of the authority 
that renders it. Since it is just a value judgment by virtue 
of the authority of the Commission and their opinion and the... 


docunentation that they substantiate their contention with, 


and the esteem in which they are held, you accept it or you don't, 
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Dr. Rothstein. Could we clarify this other? I asked ee ae 
you hefore nad thougcne phat the quest/.on of the suicidal 
equivalent should be included since if is a psychiatric 
implication, and something AEE is readily SPPATSNGs 

Me. Redlich. That is in the Walker shooting? 

Dx. Rothstein. No, in the assassination. 

Dr. Cameron. That is speculation. 

Dr, Rothstein. Now this is something that ewer be 
included or shouldn't be, 

Dr. Cameron. That is a speculation. and whether he wanted 


to get killed or not is beside the point as to winthes or not 


he was capable of sarrying out this act. Therefore if JI were 


on the Commission I would find it unnecessary to deal with that 
issue, 

Dr, Rome. So would J. 

Me, Red@lich. a agree. 

Dr, Rome. I think this kind of thing can appear in. 
ReCORCRSAEY of the American Psycopathological hascotation, 
Harvard Law Review article some day or whatever, but I don't 
think it is relevant insofar as the Commission is , CEROREROS 

Dr, Cameron. I think you ought to publish your stuff. 

As a professional person I might quarrel 3th you about your 


title. You ought to publish it, and there is a place for that... 


Dr. Rothstein, Yes. Of course I can afford to go out on . 


a limb more than the President's Commission on the Assassination 
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iy, Hedlich, £ Scel so ntrengly about this, and ZI hope 


Johaventt offended anyone by the strenetth of my econients, 


Cc 


feel ue curon ly about it because in s> many other areas of 


Unde report ve are dealing with fundamental factual material 


on which we can state certain things and tack it up with a 
Uremendcus cuount of ovidence that ZI would hate to have us 
impair the real strength and solidity of that portion of the 
roport by having a section which deals with hypotheses which 
may turn out to be correct, but which .re at best hypotheses 


which could then get us involved ‘in the type. of professional 


cross fire which I think professional people would have the 


right to do. 
Mr, Dulles. Are notives ee Are they synomymous 
in your mind? 

Mr. Redlich. I think that when you suggest, for example, 
that one of the things that might -- and I will even qualify 
if that way -- that one of the things that might have been a 
factor with him is a possible suicidal tendency, then 2 
think you are getting into the realm of conjecture which at 


least in my opinion would not be necessary, I think it is 


Burficient -- 


Mr, Dulles, Can you put that another way? I don't want 
to interrupt, but if you go back into the history of assassina- 


tions, a man, in most of these assassinations the man who does 
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the asenansination knows thas what is it, he has had 3% AUS 6 


Qn mieh os if he jumped off a eclirr, 

The fo]low shat shot MsKinley, he had 20 policenen within 
ten feet and Ae kner waey were going to be there. 

. Mr. Redlish. Mr, Dulles. t think it might — fruitful 

tO have a sestion in thi S report which ‘veuld deserihe as a 
matter of considerable interest the pattern which we feel has 
been found in past assassins, 

L think, _—e! vhat in dese ribing this assassination, 
what we should do is set forth what Les Harvey Oswald did, 
and a in fact there is a sce ba here which shows that he 
was So laying out the thing that he had to be caught, or if 
there is a pattern in the Walker shoot..ng which shows, as I 
happen to think there is, that he was .ust leaving all the 
proof behind him, then I think yOu can State that he left the 


pictures in his home of the Walker house, that he had the 
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picture ,of himself holding the rifle that he took just before, | 
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and I don’t think you have tO say that this was somehow, that 
he had within him the Subconscious desire to be caught, and 
that it a represented a suicidal impulse, 
Mr. Liebeler, You have gone too far, 
| Dr. Rothstein. You might Say he had an argument with his 
wife the night before and give the testimony, but not say this 


is related, 


Mr, Redlich. That is right. 
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Dr. Rone, It is so explicit you don’t need to rely on 
metaphor, 

Dr. Canieron, tf you want to bring out this suicide thing, 
bat in quite different and I would think more acceptable terns, 
you would say it is notable in this case as in the case of 
previous afsassins, that they seem to have little regard for thei 
ovm safety. 

Mr, Redlich. Right. .I agree with that. 

Mr, Dulles, That is’ very well stated. 

Mr, Liebeler. I want to point out to Mr. Redlich, however, 
and note I am now sarline him Mr. Redlich, Professor Redlich, 
that you set forth in other sections of the report evidence 
indicating that Oswald shot Officer Tippit, but you don't just 
leave ic there. | 

You then talk about the probative value of the fact that 
he shot Officer Tippit on the question of whether or not he 
assassinated President Kennedy, do you not? 


Mz. Redlich. Oh yes, 
; Mr. Liebeler. You engage in a hypothesis, do you not? 
You relate one fact to the other and argue about these 
relationships as indications of the fact that he did 
assassinate the President. 

Now we know certain things for facts in the area of motive 


too, and you want to set forth the facts. All I want to do is 


relate them, 
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tim to defeat, for example. I think there 
are certain 


Sit:ilaszities between the atvi.cude that brought him to 
doin ¢ne Maviac Comps and the attitude that led to his defection. 
Shink they are related, and when we read the transsript we 


will see certain catterns thas had to do wi 


tn his motivation, 
his attempt to go to Cuba. 


Mr, Redizen. Would you care to state what in your opinion 


they are and how you would like to express it? 


Mr, Liebeler, No, ZL wouldn't at the moment. 


Dr, Rothstein. You talk about having the concrete body 
of fact though, Now in the other sections, as I am sure you 


mentioned that the FBI report was reviewed and so forth -- 


Mr, Redlich, We have gone way beycnd that. Let me just 


say that we have gathered all this evidence. 


Dr, Rothstein, My own opinion is again it would be 


relevant to say that psychiatrists were consulted who have 


special knowledge in motivation, 


Mr, Redlich, We might state that somewhere in a foreword to 


our report we have consulted a great many experts. We have 
consulted ballistics experts. We have consulted a great many 


people. 


If in fact we take advantage of you gentlemen in terms of 


your opinion as to the Selection of the material from Oswald’s 


life, which is included in a section on motive, J would certainly 
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will impair its ability to communicate to the people you want 


the papers and I was 


of them were with the anthropological measurements of t 


and so forth and a lot 


even pay any a 


of the jargon 25 years from now it might not mean 


por ean amNe 
L 


think that 1% would be desixvable so GO 


4 ¢ 
gsate. 


L go for the kind of approach Dr. Rome and Dr, Cameron have 


been talking about. 
Dr. Rothstein. Ll think the other two doctors feel that it 
shouldn?% even be mentione 


\ 


4 that there was any psychiatric 
consideratiou. Maybe I am overenthused with psychiatry in getting 


it into things, but I feel shat it is a relevant thing to Say. 


Me. Dulles. I think we ought to state we consulted 
psychiatrists somewhere, don’t you think so” 


My, Redlich. Of course. 


Mr, Dulles. If we hadn't done that we would have missed 


an important area of the study. 


Dr. Cameron. But that the report not be couched in anything 


thats could be interpreted as psychiatric terms, because this 


tO 


communicate. 


It might be nice for Howard or for me or somebody else, 


Mr. Dulles. I agree with you wholely. 


Dr, Cameron, But 1t impairs its communicable values. 


Dr. Rothstein. To substantiate that I looked over some of 
really impressed about how unuseful some 


he head. 


of these things which nowadays we wouldn't 


ttention to, and I am sure if we got into a lot 


anything 
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either, It wight not even now niet anvthing. 
Dy, Coveren., You see the public doesn't care what Howard 
or you ox 7 think about this. What they care about is what does 
the Comziseion think, and if the Conmission simp’*y says that 
it had opportuaity to discuss nena issues with a variety of 
people, ballistic experts and so on, then this simply says 
to the public, "The Commission ta whom we have confidence has 
taken account of moss of the points of teu that we nave," 
M:, Dulles. i think that well summarizes, 
Mr. Liebeler, The only trouble I have with that is that 
it almost argues we shouldn’t even’set forth the facts of his 
life, Why not say well, the Commission thinks he did it for 
good and sufficient reasons unto himself, _ that is good | 
enough? Why should we put anything in theve? - 
Dr. Rome. Only because it. takes a certain amount of aavexse2 
60 accomplish psychological closure, and that 1s all you are 
doing it for. As you pointed out earlier, who is going to 
read it? | a 
Mr, Liebeler. Who is going to read this? J hope somebody 
Wille’ , ° 
Dr, Rome, But the point is wasn’t 1+ mentioned earlier 
that maybe a couple of reporters will read some, | 


Mr, Dulles. Oh no, no, we are talking about the whole 


file, We are not tabking about the report itself. We are 
talking about five or six hundred pages in the report itself. 


BOT NA gs, 
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My, Iieholor, Very few are going te vead the whale LileG., 
but we are going to Kau won betn facts, It have a group of papers 
in here entit’.ed "“Fossible Personal Mosives" and this is going to 
be a charter Jn the report ltself. This is going to be | 
distributed presumably to many people, a@ preat many of whom will 
read it, 

Hr, Pulles, Hundreds of thousands will read this, 

Mz, Redlich. I would think that Willions will read this. 
I think that Jim has raised a good question in opposition to the 
point that we are raising here, 

We have suggested that we put inte this chapter the 
important facts, influences, relations! ips in Oswald's life, 


exercise in judgment in terms of importance, accuracy, 


Credibility. 


The end result will be to paint a factual picture which 
would lead people to the conclusion that whatever may be the 
psychological motivation or the psychiatric theory that you are 
using, this man was capable of performing this act, and have 1% 
be of a nonconspiratorial nature, 

Now that is what I think we should do. Jim has now asked 
@ question why even do that. If you are shying away from 
making a psychiatric analysis, why not also shy away from 
presented the selected facts. Why not Just leave the record as 
it is? 


Mr. Liebeler. No, 





-_--—— 


ws23 


peerage Ho Teor: st 


fet w'e-- Sa oot") ae, 


G069 

ie. Redlicsh, Ihave an answer Go Gat. 

Mz, Iiebeler, I am suze you do, Ihave an answer to that 
strawmran too, | 

One answer is that 1 haven't sugrested ok ney time that we 
pub a psyzniatric analysis in here. JI have never suggested 
that. 

Mr, Redlich, Il see, You have suggested ncuitnn these enete. 
I think the drait can speak for -itse!f. Posing these Sadie el 
terms of psychological explanations. 

My, Liebeler, I just think that the facta can be related 
tO each other in a way that Will be significant and will give more 
meaning to them than just setting them out without getting 


~ 


involved with psychiatric jargon. 
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Mp. Nediich. I wevid Litre the doctors to see the tro 


deactse IL thinks it would be Very uso*ul. 
ie Duties, I think Me. Ronkein tants to jook it over, TI 
nave just been talking with him. He Would Wilke to Look over tl.is 
Last dvarte Wone of tha Commi g Lohners have seen it yet I don’ 
think. 


My. Liehcler. Thrt is righe. 


n 


lye Dulles. I think he woulda tie to just have a look at 


hy ¢ » because there is no use your wasting your time with that i? 


the Commission decides it doesn't ivant to do anything of this kind. 


They haven't discussed this particular polnt. We haven't discussed 


this with them yet. 


My. Liebeler. I wonder if we shouldn't -- 


Mr. Dulles. hmong ourselves, 


My. Lieboler. == have copies of this transcript made and 


given to these men to study if they want to. I don't know if you 
will want to supplement your writtcn report, Doctor, after this 


conversation today. 


I am sure you have many more facts now, and that your 
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when you wrote to us tha other doy, Iden't kno. Unes would 


you go with thee Moline? Wowld you just sit on 4t for a while? 


De, Canovine: EPuili ask you £2: ergot what you are going to 


Go with this trenseripe. Tino from veading my own tranoeripts 


betore thet it sounds in mony Instances as thongn I had never 


pone to school, end i it ia going to ever be available for 
reading, I wold Lite tis opportunity to edit it. 
(Discussion off the record.) 


ie, Dulles. We ave very indebted to you for having cone 


LT have learned a mood deal that will be very helpful to me when 


the Conviosion considers tnis. 


(Whereupon, at 5:50 o'cieck pile; the Comnission adjourned. ) 
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